
TOOTHPICK HOLDER  

Note: 
The dimensions given should be maintained fairly closely because significant departures 
from these dimensions could result in the lid not sitting fully into the base (e.g. if the stem 
is made too long). If the stem is made too short the toothpicks might not fit (so buy the 
toothpicks as a first priority). If the basket is made too shallow the toothpicks could fall out 
when the holder is opened. 

Blank sizes 
Body, lid & basket: 55x55x180 
Stem: 15x15x150 
Knob: small offcut 

Lid 
Rough down to a minimum of 52mm diameter. 
True the end. 
Make the lid by turning down the end 10-12mm to 40mm diameter. 
Drill 6mm diameter hole to a depth of at least 12 mm. 
Sand, seal, wax (keep the wax out of the hole because it will be glued later). 
Part off the end 6mm thick (well, a touch over to allow for finishing) to make the lid - at this 
stage it is a 6mm thick disk of 40mm diameter with a 6mm diameter hole fully through it. 
Cut a recess to act as a jam chuck in the end of the piece still in the chuck to hold the lid. 
Insert the lid, sand & seal & wax the unfinished side. Remove the lid (a 6mm drill bit helps 
here) and set aside. 

Body 
Drill out the workpiece still in the chuck using 35mm (1-3/8”) diameter long shank Forstner 
bit (or spindle gouge) to depth of 95mm. 
Widen the top 6mm of the hole out to 40mm to give a slightly loose fit for the lid. Check 
that the lid just fits into this recess and that the recess is the correct depth so that the top 
surface of the lid sits flush with the top of the body. 
Sand the inside (sandpaper on round stick NOT FINGERS), seal & wax or other finish. 
Shape the outside, making the overall height 110mm. Do not reduce the diameter below 
approx 40mm because there is a 35mm hole up the middle. Sand, seal & wax the outside 
including top surface. 
Part off the body. Create male jam chuck using the spare material still in the chuck. Push 
the body onto this jam chuck (consider using masking tape for additional security) and 
shape the underside slightly concave, sand seal etc. Take care to use a sharp spindle 
gouge, maybe using pull cuts depending on how secure it is held on the chuck. As an 
alternative you could use pin jaws in expansion mode. 

Basket 
You may have sufficient material still in the chuck to make the basket. Turn it down to fit 
inside the body, approximately 34mm outside diameter. Check that it easily slides inside 
the body. Ideally it should not be too sloppy because in the finished item it is nice if it 
descends slowly into the body under gravity like a piston into a cylinder. 
The basket should be 30mm tall (externally) but in practice it is easiest to make it a bit 
deeper at this stage then trim it after hollowing it. 



Hollow out the basket using spindle gouge to give wall thickness ~2mm. OR drill it out with 
30mm Forstner bit, it doesn’t matter that the spike on the bit makes a divot in the bottom of 
the basket. 
The target is for the height of the basket (external) to be 30mm and the base should be no 
more than 3mm thick. 
Drill 6mm diameter hole completely through the base of the basket. 
Trim the top edge if necessary to give 30mm external height, i.e. 27mm internal depth plus 
3mm base thickness. 
Sand, seal & wax the outside & inside surfaces of the basket (keeping wax away from the 
hole in the underside). 
Part it off to leave 3mm base thickness. Create jam chuck for the basket (either male or 
female) and insert it to finish the underside. (Can omit this step if parting off left a decent 
finish.) Sand, seal & wax the underside. 

Stem 
Mount the wood for the stem on the lathe either between centres or with one end in a four-
jaw chuck and support the other end with a conical adapter in the live centre (or steb). 
Turn the stem with flanges approximately 12mm diameter and 6mm diameter spigots (size 
with 6mm spanner or calliper). Make the spigots at least 3mm long and trim them later. 
The stem is 82mm between flanges, shape it down to a waist of 8mm or a little less 
diameter. 
Sand, seal & wax (avoiding the spigots). 

Knob 
Turn a knob/ handle/ finial with 6mm diameter spigot, 3 mm long. 
Sand, seal & wax (avoid getting wax on the spigot). 

Assembly 
Trim the lengths of all spigots carefully to match the depths of the holes they will be glued 
into. Note that the spigots on the knob and the top end of the stem must both be 
accommodated within the thickness of the lid. 
Glue up keeping good alignment otherwise the basket will jam in the body and/or the lid 
will be cockeyed. 



 

 


